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Updates from Consulate General of India, Toronto 

Panel Discussion on the 'Canada-India Economic Partnership' 
The India Innovation Institute at Rotman School of Management, University of Toronto organised a Panel Discussion on “The 
Canada-India Economic Partnership” as a part of their ongoing Rotman Discussion Series on Monday, February 12, 2018 at the 
Rotman School of Management, University of Toronto. The eminent panel included Consul General, Shri Dinesh Bhatia; Ms. Le 
Luoung, Director, Nurture Growth Bio Fertilizer Inc.; Mr. Prashant Pathak, CEO, Ekagrata Group and Mr. Soumen Roy, 
Managing Director, Tata Consultancy Services Canada.  
 
The panel discussion, led by Professor Partha Mohanram, Director of the Institute, focused on issues of importance to 
businesses, institutions and individuals from both these nations and was particularly topical given that the Canadian Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau will embark on a week-long visit to India from February 17 to 23. 
 
During the discussion, Consul General highlighted some of the important aspects of the relations between the two countries. 
He said, "Prime Minister Justin Trudeau's visit follows after a gap of six years at the invitation of Prime Minister of India who 
had visited Canada in April 2015, with former Prime Minister of Canada, Mr. Stephen Harper last travelling to India in 2012. He 
pointed out that while it was important to look at the India-Canada partnerships through an "economic prism," it was also 
important to take into account the large Indian diaspora in Canada, which he estimated at about 1.3 million people, the 
numerous Canadian politicians of Indian origin, especially in the region of Ontario and that there are 04 federal ministers and 
21 members of federal Parliament who are of Indian Origin.  
 
He further added that it was also important to make a note of the 124,000 Indian students studying in various Canadian 
universities and colleges, like the University of Toronto. The trade relationship between India and Canada was also on the rise, 
estimating that bilateral trade reached $8.3 bn last year. It has been robust and grew at 3.9% in 2017 as compared to 2016. 
India has far more investment in Canada than Canadian companies have in India. The broad assessment is that Indian 
companies generate more jobs in Canada than the Canadian companies in India. Although, in the last couple of years there 
have been major investments in India by some of the Pension Funds in Canada."  
 
The Panelists concluded that it is more important for Canada to try and be relevant to India, than vice versa. There are a lot of 
low-hanging fruits in terms of opportunities in India but as a Canadian investor, one needs to have a high appetite for 
uncertainty and a very high appetite for educated risk. 

CGI Toronto's presence at various events in Greater Toronto Area 
Mr. Saifullah Khan, Consul (Commerce) & HOC, CGI Toronto 
represented the Consulate at a Kavi Sammelan, organised by 
Vishva Hindi Sansthan to celebrate the Republic Day of India and 
also welcome the festival of colors, Holi.  
 
Mr. Khan used this occasion to urge all associations to participate 
in the next Vishva Hindi Diwas in the Consulate General of India, 
Toronto on 10th Jan 2019.  
 
The Consulate is also supporting the Vishva Hindi Sansthan in 
their efforts for organising the International Hindi Literary 
Conference from 26-30 April 2018. 

https://www.utoronto.ca/news/ahead-trudeau-s-trip-india-rotman-hosts-event-u-t
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Canadian Prime Minister Right Hon'ble Justin Trudeau's visit to India is expected to deepen ties the two countries. 
Accompanied by his family, the 46-year-old prime minister arrived in New Delhi on Saturday evening, where he was received 
by Minister of State for Agriculture Gajendra Singh Shekhawat. The Trudeaus began the first full day of his visit by taking a tour 
of the iconic Taj Mahal in Agra and later visited Wildlife SOS Elephant Conservation and Care Centre in Mathura. 
 
On the third day of his week-long trip to India, the Canadian Prime Minister Right Hon'ble Justin Trudeau arrived in Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi's home state, Gujarat. He visited the Sabarmati ashram in Ahmedabad and the Akshardham temple in 
Gandhinagar. Mr Trudeau later addressed students at the Indian Institute of Management, Ahmedabad.  
 
The Canadian Prime Minister will hold bilateral meeting with PM Modi on February 23 during which the two leaders will focus 
on trade, defense, civil nuclear cooperation, space, tackling climate change energy and education. Mr Trudeau's visit is 
expected to deepen ties between India and Canada.  
 
Speaking about his visit to India, Right Hon'ble Justin Trudeau, Prime Minister of Canada said, "Canada and India enjoy 
a close relationship that is based on similar institutions and forms of government, and a shared commitment to pluralism, 
diversity, and democracy. Our friendship is bolstered by strong people-to-people and cultural ties, and a long history of 
cooperation in a range of areas, including education." 

The President of the Islamic Republic of Iran H.E. Dr. Hassan Rouhani will 
paid a State visit to India at the invitation of the Prime Minister Shri Narendra 
Modi from 15-17 February 2018. This state visit of the President of Iran 
happened after an interval of ten years.  
 
Welcoming the President of Iran, Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi  said, 
"Our mutual relations are not just political and diplomatic, these are 
thousands of years old cultural and civilizational relations. These relations 
have mutual trust and respect for each other. As a neighbor and friend, the 
relationship between India and Iran has continued to further enhance the 
existence of each other for hundreds of years. The amount of respect Maulana 
Rumi got in Iran, it is the same here in India also. Mutual cooperation 
between the two countries aspires for prosperity in both countries and hope 
for peace and stability in both our region and the world.  
 
Your leadership and your clarity of vision has made a very big contribution in 
further strengthening the India-Iran relations. Your visit will guide the vision 
of strategic cooperation for both our countries and for the benefit of the 
people of this region. Once again I thank you very much for accepting our 
invitation." 

Visit of President of Iran to India 

Updates from India:  
Visit of Prime Minister of Canada to India 

http://mea.gov.in/Speeches-Statements.htm?dtl/29496/English_Translation_of_Press_Statement_by_Prime_Minister_during_the_visit_of_President_of_Iran_February_17_2018
https://pm.gc.ca/eng

